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Antibiotic 
resistance is 
influenced by 
microbial ecology,  
human behaviour 
and globalization 
including in relation 
to ideas about 
infection, treatment 
and  use of 
pharmaceuticals



Global 
Governance,
Professional 
Alliances and 
Collaborations



National policy 
and 
collaborations



Civil society, 
consumer groups 
and e-patients



Why does this 
support social 
compact and social 
and behavioural 
change

Global and regional policies and statements of 
action exist

The national government has taken major steps, 
including the pledge

Professional networks are mobilized

Various publics and professional groups are already 
promoting antibiotic guardianship

 Industry has shifted, reflecting this major shift in 
attitude

The challenge seems to be break the link between 
common viral infection and antibiotic treatment

There are too many fields of action within which to 
legislate and enforce



Single 
action

• Clear law
• Easy to 

introduce
• Limited 

social 
meaning

• Easy to 
enforce

More than 
one domain 
for action

• Rights versus laws
• Phase in legislation
• Supported by 

behavioural 
change

Multiple factor or 
multiple causes

• Limited opportunities for 
law

• Behaviour and social 
action

• Norms and values
• Social determinants

Legislation or social change …



Communication 
tasks

Practical steps based on 
the circumstances of 
people’s lives 

Do  not rely on a single 
theory or model

Multisectoral and 
multidisciplinary 
approach to raise 
awareness and support 
action

Clarity about what AMR 
means in the future and 
what we can do now



Attitudinal 
change needs 
to discourage 
medication as 
always 
resolving a 
health (or 
care) problem



Discourage 
self-
medication 
with 
pharmaceutical 
products

but



Improve skills and a 
sense of self-
efficacy –
encourage people 
to continue to 
manage certain 
health problems at 
home while 
discouraging 
indiscriminate 
medication 



Avoid ambiguous and 
confusing images
Don’t just ‘educate’ – focus 

on the change behavior
Clarify the problem and be 
clear about people’s own 
role
Empower people to make 
decisions, modify behaviors 
and change social 
conditions



Market forces and 
the role of for-
profits

Changing values

Consumer pressure

Professional 
education

Behavioural change
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